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ABSTRACT: A first group of symbols, preferably six, are in-

dividually visually indicated in order, each of said symbols

being taken from a predetermined plurality of symbols,
preferably two basic symbols each divided into two subsym-
bols, preferably as determined by a previous set order of
determination including the commonly called element of
chance. Simultaneously with the first symbol group indication,
a second symbol group of like number is automatically visually
indicated, the second symbol group being altered from the
first symbol group by use of only a portion of the same in-
dividual basic symbol indications of said first symbol group,
but the alteration being in an exact predetermined manner.
Also, a third symbol group may be simultaneously visually in-
dicated with the first symbol group and of like number, certain
of the symbols of the third symbol group being altered from
the basic symbols of the first symbol group where said first
group symbols are of particular subsymbol forms and not
being altered when said first group symbols are not of said par-
ticular subsymbol forms. The apparatus may include intercon-
nected first, second and third group slides simultaneously and
automatically carrying out the predetermined symbol conver-
sions or alterations upon the mere setting of the first group in-
dicating slides, all of said group slides visually indicating the
symbols of that particular group through windows of an ap-
paratus frame.
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR DETERMINING AND
STUDYING PHILOSOPHICAL AND ORACLE RESPONSES

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

This invention relates to a method and apparatus particu-

larly arranged wherein a certain originally determined first
pattern or grouping of symbols having a defined order and
meaning may be visually indicated, and simultaneously
therewith, a second altered and related pattern or grouping of
said symbols may also be automatically visually indicated
using only certain. of said first symbol group according to a
predetermined set plan, with said second symbol group having
an additional defined meaning. Also, the method and ap-
paratus may include the further automatic conversion of the
first symbol group to form still a third symbol group, said third
symbol group having certain of the symbols thereof altered
from the like positioned symbols of the first group when said
first group symbols are of a particular form, with said third
symbol group having still an additional defined meaning. Such
method and apparatus of the present invention is particularly
adapted for the determination and study of philosophical ora-
cle responses according to the ancient Chinese philosophy of I
Ching.

The ancient wisdom and -philosophy of 1 Ching, broadly
defined as dealing with change, has been studied for many
thousands of years by the Chinese. I Ching scholars define the
philosophy and the philosophical teachings and oracle respon-
ses thereof as a study of the subconscious mind or the
knowledge of a person’s total life experience. They point out
that the study of I Ching develops a fuller awareness of the life
being experienced and enables a person to live more effective-
ly and abundantly. For instance, it is pointed out that in the
solving of problems, a person ordinarily makes use of only a
fraction of the information determined by experience availa-
ble to him, since in making such decisions, his conscious mind
only selects that which appears to be rational and logical, but
much of a person’s life is shaped and directed by the unex-
pected so that conscious reason and logic are not always
adequate for determining a proper course of action upon
being confronted by a particular set of circumstances.

_Thus, 1 Ching is particularly valuable in exploring, un-
. derstanding and making positive use of the greater wealth of
information and experience of a person’s inner or subcon-
scious mind in order to determine and follow the greatest
possible advantageous course of action given a particular
problem or set of circumstances. Such a philesophical aid or
assistance can be most greatly appreciated in the fast moving,
modern life experiences. Most adults are confronted in
everyday life with problems with which they are not con-
sciously able to deal and solve, and even children of relatively
tender years are today confronted with problems and situa-
tions for which even their older parents and guardians are not
able to consciously provide proper direction.

As used and handed down from the ancient Chinese, I
Ching deals with basic alternates, namely, Yin and Yang,
which can be likened to male and female, negative and posi-
tive, plus and minus, expansion and .contraction, the serious
and the comic, and so forth, depending on the particular situa-
tion involved. Furthermore, the basic Yin and Yang are
further subdivided into moving and firm lines for certain pur-
poses so as to form in total a moving Yin line represented by
the symbol ¥, a firm Yang line represented by the symbol ——
, a firm Yin line represented by the symbol ————, and a
moving Yang line represented by the symbol ©: Still further,
by making use of these moving and firm Yin and Yang lines
according to a predetermined manner of selection, a group of
lines may be formed consisting of six lines arranged in order of
selection from from first to sixth, which group may be equated
to a particular oracle response originating from the 1 Ching
philosophy according to predetermined keying and deter-
mined by the particular order of the basic Yin and Yang lines
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2

regardless of their subdivisions in the group evolving from the
selection.

This six-line group, and other six-line groups determined
from this first six-line group, are termed by me “sexlineals”
made up by a “lower trilineal” constituted by the first three
lines in order and an “upper trilineal” made up of the last
three lines selected. In addition, this first line group represents
the immediate response to the problem posed and is termed by
me the “synchronic™ response. Also, by use of this exact line
arrangement of synchronic response, it is possible, through
predetermined procedures of I Ching, to evolve a second six-
line group or sexlineal formed from only the second through
fifth lines of the synchronic line group of the two basic Yin
and Yang lines or symbols which may be equated to an oracle
response delving into the central portion of the problem and
termed by me the “nuclear” response. Finally, if the first or
synchronic sexalineal is made up of any of the subdividing
moving Yin or Yang lines, a still further sexalineal may be
formed according to a predetermined procedure using the
synchronic sexalineal by changing all of the moving lines
therein to opposite firm lines and equating the same to a still
different keyed oracle response. This will give knowledge of
how the situation will change by applying the action of the first
or synchronic response and permits a determination of what
action to take in that changed situation, this latter response’
being termed by me the “‘changed” response.

In determining or selecting each of the basic Yin or Yang
lines and the subdivisions thereof as to moving or firm, and
thereby form the first or immediate or synchronic sexalineal of
I Ching, the ancient Chinese manipulated fifty yarrow stalks,
but for simplification, three Chinese coins may be used which
are replicas of ancient coins and each having characters on
one side for the number 2 and on the reverse side for the
number 3. The moving Yin line or s assigned the value of 6,
the firm Yang line or ———is assigned the value of 7, the firm
Yin line or ————is assigned the value of 8, and the moving
Yang line or-&is assigned the value of 9. The three coins are
mixed by shaking in the cupped hands and dropped on a flat
surface, with the addition of the numerical equivalency of the
exposed sides determining the particular line making up the
first of the lines of the synchronic sexalineal being formed,
such procedure being repeated six times for the six lines.

As the lines for the synchronic sexalineal are successively
selected, the symbols thereof are arranged preferably in a ver-
tical line progressively from bottom to top, the first selected
being at the bottom and the sixth selected being at the top.
The bottom three of the sexalineal, of course, constitute the
lower trilineal and the top three the upper trilineal, eight basic
trilineals being involved. Considering the trilineals, whether
upper or lower, and in reverse order of line selection, that is,
from sixth to fourth, or from third to first, and still further
without regard as to whether they are firm or moving lines,
three Yang lines forms Ch’ien, one Yin and two Yang lines
forms Tui, two Yang lines separated by a Yin line forms Li,
two Yin and a Yang forms Chen, two Yang and a Yin line
forms Sun, two Yin lines separated by a Yang line forms K’an,
a Yang line and two Yin lines forms Ken, and three Yin lines
forms K'un. Various combinations of the trilineals are equated
to a collection or book or oracle responses according to |
Ching so that every possible form of sexalineal, whether
synchronic, nuclear or changed, may be equated to a particu-
lar oracle response.

Now with this rather brief initial explanation of I Ching and
the various terminology thereof, 1 Ching has been practiced
prior to my present inventions, by first determining the
synchronic sexalineal through successive manipulation of the
yarrow stalks or coins, each line being manually recorded by
its individual equivalent symbol until the total synchronic sex-
alineal has been formed. The upper and lower trilineals of this
synchronic sexalineal are then noted and the properly
designated or keyed oracle response determined directly from
these trilineals, or for greater ease, each of the trilineals is
previously keyed to a designated number of an oracle
























