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[571 ABSTRACT

A method and apparatus for successively determining
each line of a trigram or hexagram used in consulting
the I-Ching. Indistinguishable magnets, preferably bar
magnets, are selected at random and brought into prox-
imity, allowing the magnetic poles of the magnets, so
juxtaposed, to exhibit attraction or repulsion. States of
the lines of the trigram or hexagram as broken or unbro-
ken are assigned to each observed magnetic interaction.
The lines so determined are visually displayed as a
group to form the I-Ching hexagram.

46 Claims, 6 Drawing Sheets
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METHOD AND APPARATUS FOR CHANCE
CONTROLLED FORMATION OF A SYMBOL

FIELD OF THE INVENTION

The present invention relates in general to methods
and apparatus for obtaining chance-controlled images
or patterns, and in particular to a method and associated
apparatus for generating personalized chance-con-
trolled images or patterns which may be correlated to a
communications code or to the structural aspects of a
language, for example words, phonemes or the alpha-
bet, or which enable interrogation of a forecasting me-
dium such as the I-Ching, an ancient and venerabie
Chinese guide to insight and decision making.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

Chance-controlled question and answer devices have
been known heretofore. In many such prior arrange-
ments, a chance-controlled indicator is utilized to select
a symbol which may be used to access coded source
materials. For example, in U.S. Pat. No. 1,155,851 to J.
Welch, a rotatable pointer is adapted for chance regis-
tration with one of a plurality of radial sectors formed
on a gameboard. Each sector has a unique symbol asso-
ciated with it which is used together with a deck of
cards and an associated book of answers as a guide to
ascertain the answer to a question posed. U.S. Pat. No.
880,640 to C. H. Emerson discloses a chance-controlled
device which is used with a book having a series of
coded questions and answers. The chance-controlled
mechanism consists of a receptacle provided with a
ball-mixing chamber and a plurality of ball pockets in
which balls from the mixing chamber are received in a
file or row. The balls are colored so as to portray a
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pattern obtained by chance which corresponds to one

of the coded answers. U.S. Pat. No. 4,462,596 to Yama-
moto discloses a stacking game device in which a plu-
rality of magnetized game pieces are inserted one at a
time on top of one another into each of a plurality of
cylindrical bores formed in a piece holder block. The
length of each stacked row of game pieces formed
thereby will vary depending upon whether individual
pieces within each of the bores are subject to magnetic
attraction or repulsion acting between the opposed ends
of the pieces. For example, a stack of such magnets in
which two or more are subject to mutually repulsive
forces will extend outwardly from the holes in the piece
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holder. Such variations in the lengths of the rows of

magnets may be visually or tactily perceptible and
thereby used to play a game.

While such prior type of chance-controlled devices
may be used together with a fortune book for the pur-
pose of foretelling the future on the basis of a chance
selection of a coded symbol, none suggests a method or
technique based upon magnetic phenomena to create or
form a symbol, particuiarly the lines of trigrams and
hexagrams which are needed in order to consult the
I-Ching.

Traditionally, an I-Ching hexagram is constructed
line by line, beginning with the bottom line. For each
line of the hexagram, the consultant of the I-Ching must
use a chance method to determine whether the line is to
be solid or broken, the most fundamental element of the
process. Each hexagram is constructed of six such lines,
with each line having two possible states, i.e., broken or
unbroken. Each such hexagram, and there are sixty-four
distinct hexagrams, and its constituent lines is the sub-
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2
ject of a coded oracular pronouncement and commen-
tary which may be located within the written text of the
I-Ching.

Several methods have been utilized heretofore for
creating a hexagram to be used in consulting the I-
Ching. One of the most ancient of such techniques is
referred to as the Yarrow Oracle and involves the use of
fifty stalks, preferably from the yarrow plant. Bamboo
skewers were also used, as have been drinking straws in
more recent times. The stalks are divided into random
groups or piles in accordance with ancient and under-
stood steps. Tradition has dictated various manipula-
tions and countings of the groups of stalks in order to
determine the several lines of each hexagram.

Because the process for the Yarrow Oracle is intri-
cate and time consuming, another method of determin-
ing the character of a line of the hexagram was devised.
This alternative method involves the tossing of three
coins, the sides of which are assigned arbitrary numeri-

~ cal values. This technique for defining the lines of an

I-Ching hexagram is known as the Coin Oracle. The
Coin Oracle is somewhat simpler to perform than the
Yarrow Oracle because there are only four possible
results from the toss of the three coins: three heads, two
heads, two tails and three tails. Once again, tradition has
assigned the creation of a broken line to certain of the
results from a toss of the coins and the creation of a solid
line to other such results. Each throw of the coins deter-
mines a single line of the hexagram.

Both the Yarrow and Coin Oracles may be criticized
as being indirect, i.e., relying on an arbitrary equiva-
lence of the numbers resulting from the various manipu-
lative methods to the character of a line of the hexa-
gram. In addition, both require the relatively time con-
suming intermediate steps of writing down the result of
each manipulation so that the separate lines of the hexa-
gram will be remembered. Moreover, neither of these
methods for producing a hexagram can produce a single
unique result representative of a solid line and another
single unique result representative of a broken line.
Both prior methods produce muitiple results in the form
of numbers which must be further attributed to one type
of line or the other. This inability of the prior methods
to produce a single definite result for each of the two
types of lines of the hexagram diminishes the claim that
such methods are perfectly representative of two funda-
mental and distinct elemental forces at work in the
universe.

A principal object of the present invention is to pro-
vide a method and apparatus for generating personal-
ized chance-controlled images or patterns which may
be correlated to words, letters, sounds or other informa-
tion yielding communications codes and the like.

Another object of the present invention is to provide
a method and apparatus by which the lines of the I-
Ching hexagram may be formed directly, without the
necessity for complex or arbitrary intermediate steps,
calculations or writings.

Still another object of the present invention is to
provide a method and apparatus by which the lines of
the I-Ching hexagram may be formed through utiliza-
tion of the elemental force of magnetism and the unpre-
dictability of the interrelationship which develops be-
tween a plurality of randomly juxtaposed magnets.

Yet another object of the present invention is to cre-
ate the lines of an I-Ching hexagram as a reflection of
the basic universal force of magnetism, the resulting
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lines of the hexagram being thereby more demonstra-
tive than previous methods of universal forces and the
interrelationship of opposites, upon which the theory
and philosophy of the I-Ching is based.

A further object of the present invention is to provide
a Magnetic Oracle method for chance generation of the
lines of the I-Ching hexagram which is more direct and
more convenient than the prior known methods.

A still further object of the present invention is to
provide a Magnetic Oracle method for chance genera-
tion of the lines of the I-Ching hexagram in which the
instruments of chance, in and of themselves, form a
direct visual representation of the lines of the hexagram.

A yet further object of the present invention is to
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provide a method and apparatus by which the lines of 15

the I-Ching hexagram may be formed by the chance-
controlled selection of pre-established fragments or
sections of the traditional symbol of the two opposing
forces upon whose interaction a major theory explain-
ing the operation of the I-Ching is based.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In accordance with a preferred embodiment of the
present invention, a plurality of relatively indistinguish-
able objects having otherwise unrevealed magnetic
poles may be randomly brought into such proximity as
to allow a magnetic pole of one of the objects to demon-
strate attraction or repulsion relative to the magnetic
pole of a proximate adjacent object. A visual represen-
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tation, for example, of one line or a portion of a line of 30

an I-Ching hexagram may thereby be obtained, either
by observing the magnets themselves, or by observing
predetermined indicia thereon or by assigning a portion
of the desired symbol to each type of magnetic interac-

tion. In the preferred embodiment, the objects consist of 35

small bar magnets, however, it will be understood that
the invention is not to be limited to the use of bar type
magnets. In general, the present invention encompasses
any method or apparatus by which the chance occur-
rence of a particular magnetic interaction resuits in the
selection of a visually apparent representation of either
a broken or solid line. The step of selecting an interact-
ing pair of magnetic poles at random and obtaining a
visually apparent response indicative of a line or a por-
tion of a line, may be repeated as often as is necessary to
enable one to determine a line and to obtain a sufficient
number of such lines to complete an I-Ching hexagram.
Where bar magnets are utilized, the line of the hexa-
gram may be completed directly, such as, for example,
where two bar magnets attract each other and thereby
form a representation of a solid line, or repel each other,
thereby forming a representation of a broken line. How-
ever, it should be understood that the use of such ran-
dom magnetic interaction may also constitute a method
of choosing between alternatives whereby each such
magnetic result is assigned a contemplated aiternative
which, in turn, is deemed to be representative of a de-
sired visual occurrence such as a broken or solid line.
It will be understood, for example, that the magnetic
method for obtaining the lines of an I-Ching hexagram
may be employed in a wide variety of ways. By way of
illustration, suitable bar magnets may simply be ar-
ranged by hand on a flat surface. For this purpose, no
more than two such bar magnets would be required
since they may be shuffled and reused six times to obtain
the six lines of the hexagram. Alternatively, the magnets
may be placed one-by-one in a suitable receptacle for
holding the magnets and visually displaying the align-
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. 4 :
ment of the randomly selected magnets. Electro-
mechanical means may also be employed for selecting
and manipulating the magnets. Where magnets other
than bar magnets are used, mechanical means respon-
sive to the occurrence of a particular magnetic interac-
tion may be utilized to create a visual display represent-
ing a line or a portion of a line.

Other techniques for randomly obtaining a magnetic
interaction and for generating a resultant visual display
indicative of the lines of a hexagram may be utilized by
those skilled in the art without departing from the scope
of the present invention. For example, when properly
subdivided, predetermined segments or portions of the
traditional “Yin-yang” symbol may be correlated to
broken or solid lines of the I-Ching hexagram. Chance-
controlled selection of successive ones of a group of
such pre-established portions of the traditional “Yin-
yang” symbol may be accomplished by methods rang-
ing from magnetic interactions to blind selection or
drawing of physically separated portions of the symbol,
each such portion being assigned to represent one state
for the line of a hexagram. A variety of other physical
methods of indicating or pointing out the sections of the
symbol may be utilized without departing from the
scope of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

For a further understanding of the present invention,
reference may be had to the accompanying drawings, in
which:

FIG. 1is a perspective view of one embodiment of a
receptacle adapted to display bar magnets to form the
lines of an I-Ching hexagram in accordance with the
method of the present invention;

FIG. 1(a) is a sectional view of a magnet having a
pentagonal cross section;

FIG. 1(b) is a sectional view of a magnet having a
haxagonal cross section;

FIG. 2 is a perspective view of another embodiment
of a receptacle adapted to display bar magnets to form
the lines of an I-Ching hexagram in accordance with the
method of the present invention;

FIG. 3 is a perspective view of still another embodi-
ment of a receptacle for use in accordance with the
magnetic method of the present invention and adapted
to display the lines of a hexagram without using bar
magnets as part of the display;

FIG. 4a is a schematic illustration of a single and
more advanced display line which may be used together
with other similar display lines in connection with the
receptable embodiment of FIG. 3;

FIG. 4b is a schematic illustration of the different
display possibilities which may be created with an ad-
vanced display line of the type depicted in FIG. 4;

FIG. 5 is a plan view of a display of the type depicted
in FIG. 3, but having an octasection rotator for use in
the method of the present invention; and

FIG. 8a is a schematic view of a traditional Yinyang
symbol divided into a plurality of sectors in accordance
with the present invention.

FIG. 6 is a plan view of an alternate embodiment of
the display of FIG. 5 for use in the method of the pres-
ent invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

With reference now to the drawings, and in particular
to FIG. 1, there is shown a first embodiment of an appa-
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ratus in accordance with the present invention and
adapted for use in connection with the present Mag-
netic Oracle, which is a chance-controlled method of
producing an I-Ching hexagram in accordance with
random magnetic interactions. In this embodiment, a
plurality of small permanent bar magnets, generally
indicated by reference numeral 10, may be used to gen-
crate the lines of the hexagram. While six such magnets
are shown, it will be understood that where two mag-
nets are required for each of six lines of a hexagram, a
total of twelve (12) such bar magnets is preferred for
this embodiment.

A suitable magnet receptacle or holder frame 11,
preferably in the form of solid block, may be provided
for the purpose of retaining the bar magnets in appropri-
ate alignment so that each pair of bar magnets repre-
sents one of the lines of a hexagram. The holder 11 is
preferably made of non-magnetic material having a flat
outer surface area or front face 12 which is provided
with a plurality of spaced apart and substantially paral-
lel horizontal grooves 13. For purposes of this inven-
tion, each of the grooves 13 is adapted to contain a pair
of bar magnets 10 inserted end-to-end therein by hand
as shown. Thus, each pair of bar magnets so arranged in
one of the grooves 13 is representative of one line of an
I-Ching hexagram, and therefore the total number of
such grooves formed in the holder or block 11 is prefer-
ably six. It is evident that should a consultant wish to
construct trigrams, only three such grooves need be
provided in the block 11.

To consult the I-Ching in accordance with the pres-
ent embodiment, a consultant randomly selects one bar
magnet from the supply of magnets which, in the pres-
ent embodiment, may be a group of from two to twelve
indistinguishable magnets. This first magnet is then
placed in the lower-most groove 134 of the six horizon-
tal grooves 13. A second bar magnet is then selected,
also at random, and is placed in the same groove 13a as
the first magnet, so that the two magnets are oriented
end-to-end in the groove. As illustrated in FIG. 1, the
two magnets will either be oriented with adjacent iden-
tical magnet poles, in which case the repulsive magnetic
force will cause the magnets to be separated as indicated
at 13q, or the magnets will be oriented such that oppo-
site magnetic poles will attract the magnets to abut
together as indicated at 135. This process is repeated for
each of the grooves until all twelve magnets have been
placed in the grooves and a total of six lines has been
formed. It is evident that depending upon whether two
adjacent magnets attract or repel each other, each of the
six individual lines formed by the bar magnets and dis-
played by the holder or block 11 will either represent a
broken line 13a or a solid line 135. Of course, one may
assign the state of a solid line to magnetic repulsion of
said poles and assign the state of a broken line to mag-
netic attraction of the poles of the magnet, as may be
desirable in order to form the individual lines of the
hexagram. The resulting display of six lines, any one of
which may be a broken or solid line, represents a hexa-
gram which may be used to consult a particular text of
the I-Ching corresponding to such hexagram. Thus, the
consultant may thereby construct the actual hexagram
itself, simply, directly, and perfectly subject to chance
in accordance with magnetic interactions, one of na-
ture’s basic forces.

It should be understood that the grooves 13 may be
formed in the outer surface of the holder or block 11 so
that the magnets are emplaced by hand from the front,
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as depicted in FIG. 1, or may be constructed in any
other way which permits the magnets to be aligned
end-to-end in a displayable position such that the six
individual lines of adjacent bar magnets may be viewed
together to represent a hexagram. For example, the
magnets may be placed in position from the rear of the
holder or from the side, as may be desired.

Referring to FIGS. 1a and 1), the magnets 10 may as
desired be pentagonal in cross-section, as shown in FIG.
1a or hexagonal in cross-section as shown in FIG. 15.

Referring now to FIG. 2, there is shown a more
advanced version of the present Magnetic Oracle
method and apparatus for consulting the I-Ching. In
this embodiment, the holder or block 16 may be quite
similar to the holder or block 11, as shown in FIG. 1,
but is preferably wider so that each of the magnet re-
taining grooves 17 is somewhat longer. The longer
grooves permit the insertion into each of the grooves 17
of a total of three permanent bar magnets aligned end-
to-end. Thus, in this embodiment each of the lines of the
hexagram will be represented by three bar magnets.

The foregoing modified arrangement permits the
consultant to make use of a more advanced concept
associated with consultation of the I-Ching, known as
“moving” lines of the hexagram. Such “moving” lines
have additional significance and subtlety in consulting
the I-Ching, enabling the consultant to obtain more
comprehensive information from the I-Ching text. For
example, where only two magnets are used for each
line, then only two possibilities exist and the result will
always be either a “strong” solid line or a “strong”
broken line. If, on the other hand, the consultant prefers
the added subtlety of “moving” lines, the use of a third
magnet for each line creates two additional possibilities
for each of the lines of the hexagram. With reference to
FIG. 2, the bottom line of a hexagram to be displayed
by the holder or block 16 has been completed with the
insertion of three magnets 18a, 185, and 18¢ into the
groove 17f. Magnets 18a and 185 are seen to be repel-
ling, thereby creating a broken line. Where the consul-
tant wishes to use the concept of “moving” lines, the
third magnet 18¢ is added to the line. In the example of
FIG. 2, the third magnet 18¢ is seen to repel the adja-
cent magnet 185 in the line. This arrangement may be
deemed to create a “strong” broken line which would
not be a “moving” line. Conversely, if the third magnet
18¢ had been attracted to the second magnet 185, a
“weak” or “moving” broken may be deemed to have
been established. By the same rationale, the magnets
retained in the groove 17e would represent a “weak” or
“moving” solid line because the first two magnets are
attracted together while the second and third magments
repel. In this embodiment, the concept of “moving”
lines may be employed where the total number of avail-
able magnets is from three to eighteen.

It should be understood that the concept of “moving”
lines may also be employed where no more than four
bar magnets are available to the consultant. For exam-
ple, one face on one of the,. four bar magnets may be
marked with a color or a symbol 10a (FIG. 1), such as
a white dot. The magnets are then selected at random
and interacted to form a line, as described above. If the
marked face shows in the resulting line, the line is desig-
nated as “moving”. This allows the feature of moving
lines to be offered with as few as four magnets, while
maintaining something close to the traditional probabili-
ties as established by the Yarrow or Coin Oracles, al-
though with respect to the concept of “moving” lines,















